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Seoul, Citing Troop Aid, Seeks 
V oice at Vie^c^^ Peace Parley 
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disaster for Southeast Asia — 


SEOUL, South Korea, April 
— ^The South Koreans, now in 
the process of doubling their 
troop conunitment In Vietnam, 
Relieve they have won the right 
to a larger voice in allied policy 
(jouncils on Southeast Asia. 

J In particular, Korean leaders 
feel they are entitled to a role 
m any peace settlement in Viet- 
liam. Although the Koreans are 
toder Communist pressure from 
the north, they want to be sure 
their objectives and those of the 
■pnited States are similar. 

/ They note the problems of 
their own divided country and 
the lasting effects of the in- 
J , conclusive war against Commu- 
\ I nism fought in Korea 15 years 
' ago. They strongly oppose any 
; compromise settlement that 
i toght appear here to represent 
; surrender to the Vietcong and 
i to Communist China. 

See Danger to Stability 

The debate in the United 
States over terms for a Vietnam 
settlement has caused as much 
concern here as the Vietnamese 
political turmoil. 

S|pme South Koreans feel that 
their new and painstakingly 
achieved political stability, vital 
to South Korea’s encouraging 
economic progress, could be en- 
dangered by any serious setback 
to the policies the United States 
has avowedly been fighting for 
in Asia. 

c “We are contributing troops 
■ nth confidence that America 
1 dU achieve victory,’’ Foreign 
1 Enisteir Lee Tong Won said in 
i recent interview. “If America 
! hould be defeated or should get 
(Jut, the consequences will be a 


and. fOT Korea.’’ 

1 " Uiufea^ tSes diplomats here 
die concerned that some quar- 
ters in Washington, as well os 
.^erican public opinion, may 
npt realize all the implications 
of enlisting South Korea’s ac- 
tive participation in the Viet- 
namese conflict. 

jWiien Vice President Humph- 
rey visited Seoul in late Febru- 
ary, Foreign Minister Lee told 
him that m'ore conferences like 
the one in Honolulu should be 
^Id and that Korea should be 
included. 

" President Johnson and some 
of his top aides met with Air 
Vice Marshall Nguyen Cao Ky, 
Premier of South Vietnam, in 
Honolulu in February to discuss 
the war and economic and social 
issues in Vietnam. 

Public opinion in Korea sup- 
■ >orts the ’troop commitment in 
/letnam, Mr. Lee had declared. 
5ut, he add'ed, Korea must he 
atisfied that 'the Americans are 
letermined to end 'the war “on 
lardware terms for the se- 
irnity of free Asian countries.’’ 
A South Korean regimental 
combat team arrived in Vietn’am 
last week to augment the 20,000- 
man force already there. Presi- 
dent CihiuLg Hee Park, voicing 
confidence 'that the situation in 
Vietnam was improving, de- 
clared that his Government 
would send another combat di- 
vision in July, raising the force’s 
strength to about 40,000 troops, 
p Seoul has reaped consider- 
able political advantage from 
wlhsit appeared initially to be a 
Calculated risk in sending 
■iroops abroad. 


